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Dear Members, 
 
In a time of grave global environmental problems, I am happy to report to 
you that during 2017/18 The Gaia-Movement Trust Living Earth Green 
World Action has given support to important environmental projects: 
“Waste to energy with biogas pilot project” in St. Vincent, in Zimbabwe, 
“Building Resilience towards Climate Change in Makoni District”, and in 
India “Solar Energy for Women Empowerment”. 
 
Such activities are more and more urgent for the health of global ecosystems 
and thereby the health of the many people depending on these systems.  

 
Please find in the following brief descriptions of the environmental projects, 
which The Gaia-Movement Trust Living Earth Green World Action has 
supported in the period 2017/18. 
 

 
Mikael Norling, Chairperson 
The Gaia-Movement,  
Case Postale 228, 1215 Genève 15 Aéroport 
Switzerland  
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Extra grant for Solar Energy, Richmond Vale Academy, St. Vincent 
 
In 2015, the Gaia-Movement Trust Living Earth Green World Action provided 
an interest free loan to the institution Richmond Vale Academy in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 
The loan was used to invest in a solar 
energy system that enables the 
institution to become independent of 
the public power grid on the island and 
demonstrate the benefits of carbon-
neutral energy. 
The loan repayment is done with a 
monthly amount corresponding to the 
current monthly energy bill of the 
institution with the result that the 
investment is repaid after six years. 
 
 

The inverter was in mid 
2017 destroyed during a 
thunderstorm, and the 
institution applied to our 
association for funding to 
replace this.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Funding for this new inverter was granted and it is now 
in place.  
As of June 2018, the system has been running for nearly 
two months only on solar energy and batteries with no 
use of the public grid. The school is thus enjoying clean 
energy, free of carbon emissions.  
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“Waste to energy with biogas pilot project”, 

Richmond Vale Academy, St. Vincent 
 
Our association has granted another energy 
project to Richmond Vale Academy in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines – a biogas 
project. 
The funding is done so that the scheduled 
repayments of the loan for the solar system 
are instead transferred to this biogas project 
on St. Vincent. 
Richmond Vale Academy has for some 
years had this kind of small biogas digester 
which runs on kitchen waste. 1.5 kilo of waste is mixed with 15 litres of water 
into a digester where the organic matter is decomposed and  produces methane 
gas. This gas can be used for 5 hours of cooking and thus prevent the burning of 
fossil fuels with its emission of destructive greenhouse gases that lead to global 
warming. 
What is left in the digester is a liquid fertilizer, which gives valuable nutrients to 
the vegetable garden or farm.  
The project aims to spread this clean and carbon neutral technology to many 
more on St. Vincent by setting up some pilot systems. Five families are trained to 
build their own biogas digester and supplied with most of the materials. 
An average family of 5-7 members uses from 4-5 hours of cooking gas daily with 
a cost of about US$ 300 per year. The cost of the biogas system can thus, without 
calculating the value of the fertilizer, be repaid in three years. Richmond Vale 
Academy will continue to look for and experiment with less expensive materials 
to bring the investment cost of a biogas system down and make it accessible to 
more people. 
A Youtube video on the project can be 
found online by searching for St. Vincent 
and biogas. 
 
Facts 
§ The project started in December 2016, 

and ended in December 2017. 
§ Implemented by Richmond Vale 

Academy, St Vincent. 
§ Funded by The GAIA-Movement. 
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“Solar Energy for Women Empowerment” 

  
What the project will do 
The aim of the project is to provide solar 
lanterns to help women in the large project, 
“Computer-based Functional Literacy 
Program”, learn to read, write and do basic 
math. 
The training is conducted by volunteers, most 
of them women between 20 and 35 years old, 
who have 10 years of schooling. During the 
last quarter of 2017 and the first of 2018, 
50,000 women were trained. 
500 solar lanterns will over the next months be given to such volunteers in the 
states of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana, thus helping 
them being able to teach in the evenings. The lanterns will facilitate the teaching 
and learning, which will have long-term impact on the lives and overall 
development of the women and their families. 
The project will also spread the usefulness and viability of solar applications, 
which can be used by HPPI to get further funding to promote solar energy across 
India.  
 
Achievements 
§ Identification of three suitable solar lantern brands by surveying purchases 

made by nearly 4000 women in Self Help Groups connected to HPPIs micro 
finance branches, who use the lanterns for income generating activities. 

§ Negotiation of lower prices and thus save money on the purchase of lanterns. 
 
Facts 
§ The project started in October 2017 and 

will end in September 2018. 
§ Implemented by Humana People to People 

India. 
§ Funded by a donation from The GAIA-

Movement Living Earth Green World 
Action USA Inc., and The GAIA-
Movement Trust Living Earth Green World 
Action. 
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“Building Resilience Towards Climate Change In Makoni District” 

  
What the project will do 
The aim of the project is to build capacity among 
1,200 mainly female farmers in Makoni District 
so they are better prepared against current and 
future climate change related shocks and thus 
improve food security. This involves assisting 
them with changing to more sustainable 
agricultural practices, better adapted crops and 
protecting the local environment – for example 
by planting 50,000 trees, vetiver rows against 
erosion. Ten group gardens will get access to rope pump irrigation which will 
enable production in the dry seasons and during drought spells. 
 
Achievements 
§ Registered 1,200 farmers and started 24 Farmers' Clubs. 
§ Trained 24 club committees and 120 Step-up farmers to lead core groups. 
§ Purchased 12 oil pressers and 14 peanut butter machines ready to be 

distributed in July in connection with training on crop processing. 
§ 1.25 km of vetiver grass planted, targeting areas that are prone to soil erosion. 
§ 22 club model garden established to show best agronomic practices whilst 

also providing nutritional vegetable from 10 seed varieties provided by the 
project. 

§ Purchased parts for 10 rope pumps and identified the areas where 10 wells 
will be dug in the dry season. 

§ Collected data for a baseline survey on the use of sustainable practices. 
§ Two booklets with a total of 100 pages and a PowerPoint presentation with 

the titles “Farmers' Clubs - Fighting Climate Change”. 
 
Facts 
§ The project started in December 2017, and 

will end in June 2019. 
§ Implemented by Development Aid from 

People to People Zimbabwe. 
§ Funded by a donation from The GAIA-

Movement Living Earth Green World Action 
USA Inc., and The GAIA-Movement Trust 
Living Earth Green World Action. 


